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KIM II. SING SUMMARIZES NORTH KOREA'S THEEE-YEAR PROGRESS

The folloving 1s apummary of Kim Ll Sung's speech on the acocmplishments
of the North Xorean Govermment since the liberatiom.

Land Reform

Land reform has done away with the long-existing feudal system in
’ Koroa and made the farmers imdependent. Thise is a new chapter in the history
- of Kovean farms:'s. lend refcrm bhas alto beccme a new symbol of life for
North Karean farmers, who are so encouraged that they are now prodncing a
sufficient amount of grains. Thue, we have solved our foul prodblem.

The Feople's Committee did not stop at land refcrm. It went ahead with
the program of soil conservatioL, teaching farmers farm management,
roviding farmers with tetter farm animsls ; agricultursel tools, seeds and
fertilizer, and the Committse continues tu work usn Sirrigation projocts
vherever needed. As a concrete i1llngtration, the Psople's Coamittes
appropriated in 1947 a sum of 155 million won for irrigation works and
more than kh2 million won for the year 1948.

Ao to the cultivated area, the 1748 cultiveted area is 104 percent
over 1947 or nearly 130 percent over 1946. XEven the } .ofuctl.. of
industrial goods was 123 purcent over 1947. What (hese faots imdic cted
1s that North Korea's economic progrem has not only soived the food
rroblem, But it 18 begimming to supply industrial rav materials in -~
inoreacing quantity. Tae better living condition of the North Koresn
Tormers is well exsmplified in an sgricultural town called Chungsan-ni.
There are 120 farms families in thic emall village, Nawsvapors are
Tead by more than 40 families; 50 boye axd girls go to high achool; end
every child of echool age is attending elemwnisry school. In eddition,
every family has, at least, ocme cow, nime hogs and msry chickene, Since
the land reform, 101,000 new homes have been built in agricultural areas
throughout Worth Korwa.
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" Industrial Frogress

Forth Korea has mmde important strides toward iadustrial progrese gsince
the liberation. The People's Cormittee, upon 143 realization of the fact that
industry, transportation, ard postal service constitute the foundation of
national reconstruction, has immediately nationalized thew. Befors their
surrenier, the Japansse destroyed 19 electric power gensiating stations,
flooded coal and iron-ore mines, destroyed 178 coal mines epd 47 irom-ore
niines, inflicated pertlal -damage on the Hemhung Chemical Cempany, Song)jin
8teel Works, Ohongjin Iron Works, Hwanghae Iron Works, Pyongyang Chemicel
Works, etc., and paralyzed the sntire North Korean railrced system. Immsdiately
after the liberation, North Korean economy faced an almost impomsible obstsole
in trying to overcome theee depredations, combined with the fact that there
Jos a complete lack of gqualified technicians. With the genercus help of the
freindly Soviet Union, however, we have reconstructed ~r induvetries, 822
of which are in operation as of 1 January 1947.

Rconomic Index

The psople's economic index for the yeay of 1547 was 102,3 porcent over
1546, and- the total econcmic productiun figure for the Pirst half of 1948
has' reached 101.3 peroent over the seme period of 1947.. Rspscially notadble
projress was mede in 1947 by the sleotric power ivdustry, 111.9 peresst )
lustrous metal industry, 103.3 psréent; stesl industry, 109.3 gercent; abemical
1ndustry, 110.5 percent. The first ome-half yéar industrial rrogreas of
1948, when compared with the parallel plriod af 1947, has made an amazing
record of 174.3 percent, and the production of machineries in 1947 was 132
peroert ovor the year o2 194k. The above-mentioned factors have helped to
bring about a higher etandard of living, which was greatly aided by cwrrency
refora in 1947.

Currensy Reform

Currency reform played a verysignificant part in bringing down the
ccat of £y0d with a decreese, ranging from 20 tc 40 percent. Ae 1% is
vell remembered by all of us, the recent big price cut on comsocdities
has greatly imjroved living conditions of laborers and office warkers.

By raiging 1iving and cultural stendards, North Kores has not only lickad
the meuployment problem, bdut to the contrary are now faced with a shors-
age. Labcrers and office vorkers, in addition to gains mentioned ehove,
are given free of payment the buildings and houses formerly owned by the

Japanese.

Social Inpurance

- Sofcal insurance payments in 1947 emounted to 229,500,000 won, while
in 1548 the total amount of payments has reiched 264 million won. During
the days of Japanese adminiatration, there was no such thing as sanitariums
and o0ld age hames, but today there are many of each everywhe  throughdut
Xorth Karea.

-

Fuosiion

Our healthy national recovery during the past 3 years was asot limtted
- to the fields of agriculture and gemaral economy alone, but the aame :
progress wae noted iv the field of sducation. The People’s Caramittee
ie making its utmost sfforts to expand gchool facilities sc that our
future cltizens muy be well educated. When the Japuue.s surrendered,
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there were more than 2,300,000 illiterates in North Ecrea alene. The .
first etep the People’'s Commitlee undertock »ma to increams edvilt sdusation
to sliminate {lliterasy, and during the pust 3 years we have wuoceedadi in
teaching more than 2,100,000 persons whe can now reed epd write. Today,

ve have caiy about 200.000 illdterates’ in Rortd Xoras.

In 1942, there were 1,008 elementary schools in North Korea, Tolay, |
thers aie 3,206. In 1942, there were 43 high sohools, but in 1948 we have
674 and plans axw now being completed to rim 725 high schools baginning in
1949, During the days of Japaness administration, there wée only one
coliege in North Fores, but foday we have onme university axd five colleges.
The 1949 academic ysar will begin with one university and 10 colleges.

Thoe ®:hple's Commitise: has besn working unceasingly in en attemmpt to
ennoureage higher education ever since the libsration, and today, more than
16,000 wmiversity and collegs stullents are gotting free sducation under:the
Naticnal Scholarahlp system, and ¥40 studerts. are studying in the Soviet
Taion universities. :

Cultural activities

‘Prior %o owr liberatioa, there were no cultural clubs of eany sort in
- ‘Horth Xorea, but 1n 1347, there were 8,985 people’s poopsgazia oluvs in

Forth Koree, and in 1948 ve lave 13,326 such clubs. There were omly .

. soven litwaries.in North Korea befors 15.August. 19%5, but there were 35 .
libaries in 1946, amd in 1948 te have 103 libraries. Befors the liberatiom,
there wore T6 playhcuses and theaters in North Korea but today, we have
113. Even in ths field of public health, there is no town in North Korea
today withnut a metical clinic, and the number of hospitals is growing
steadily. These are, in brief, the accomplisimente of North Koree since
our libderation.




